
 

 

BIO  Hazel Edwards OAM  

Melbourne born Hazel Edwards M.Ed, B.A. Dip Ed, T.P.T.C.  (1945-    ) 
qualified as a primary teacher and graduated from Monash University 
after studying while teaching fulltime. Her first YA novel ‘General Store 
(1972) has been included in the Untapped Australian Literary Heritage 
Project. Best known is her picture book series  ‘There’s a Hippopotamus 
on our Roof Eating Cake’ (1980) illustrated by Deborah Niland. Toured 
nationally as the Garry Ginivan musical ‘Hippo! Hippo!’  

Hazel has written 220 books for adults and children. Coping successfully 
with being different, cultural diversity and  social justice  with humour 
are common themes.  

Adult non-fiction titles include ‘Difficult Personalities’, ‘Complete Your 
book in a Year’  and ‘Writing a Non Boring Family History’. Her works 
are published in Chinese, Korean, Finnish, Japanese, Russian, Braille 
,Auslan signing and dylexie font. 

Recipient of an 2001 Antarctic Fellowship, she researched on an 
expedition to Australia’s Casey Base in Antarctica and has published 
Antarctic themed stories in multi-media. 

Her works are published in the UK and USA and Asia and she was the 
first Nanjing International Cultural Exchange author ambassador with 
dual language projects.  Hazel is a Reading Ambassador for groups 
including YABBA &  Dolly Parton Imagination Library  

Honors include ALMA nomination 2012, 2011 and 2010 and the ASA 
medal  (Australian Society of Authors) 2009. In 2013 she was awarded an 
OAM for services to Literature and in 2017 the YABBA Graham Davey 
Citation. Monash University awarded her as the Distinguished Alumni 
for Education 2022. Also Patron of the Society of Women Writers (Vic) 
and  a director on the board of the Australian Society of Authors for 20 
years. ‘Not Just a Piece of Cake; Being an Author’ her unconventional 
memoir  was audio recorded and Hazel continues to write in diverse 
fields.’Grief and Loss in Schools’ is a 2023 publication. 

www.hazeledwards.com  

 

 



 

 

 


